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Letter From The Research Director  

We all thought 2021 was not going to be another 2020, but it 

certainly had different plans for us. In many ways this year was 

a repeat of the last with pandemic protocols and keeping our 

team safe, but also in continuing our work both in the office and 

the field. Despite the pandemic restrictions we got a lot 

accomplished last year! We continued to work on publishing 

manuscripts we are working on with colleagues around the 

world. The Salish Sea is a transboundary waterway 

encompassing both the U.S. and Canada, but often animal 

populations are researched and managed by each country 

separately. However, these boundaries are not necessarily 

important for the animals. We published a review paper with 

our colleagues from The Porpoise Conservation Society in 

British Columbia that synthesizes the history and current 

research being conducted on harbor porpoises from a 

transboundary perspective in hopes that the information can be used to guide future research and 

collaborations for a more holistic approach to Salish Sea harbor porpoise research and conservation. 

We worked with a colleague half way around the world in New Zealand on a paper about how to modify 

traditional photo-ID methods for hard to ID species – like our harbor porpoises, and their common 

dolphins. This paper should be published in early 2022, and we are excited to share our methods with 

researchers in hopes that they can be used on other species that have been overlooked for photo-ID studies, 

allowing us to learn even more about their populations. The biggest excitement in the field was getting our 

boat out a few more times and working out the kinks in getting it running smoothly (those of you with boats 

know what we mean!), and deploying our passive acoustic monitor, the SoundTrap HF500©, for the first 

time!  We have been working towards this for a couple of years, so that first deployment was so exciting! 

Our colleagues at SMELTS, who develop ropeless fishing gear technology, made a custom rig for our 

SoundTrap HF500©, allowing us to deploy it (and more importantly retrieve it!) without the use of 

lines/buoys that could end up entangling marine mammals. Check out our YouTube channel for a short 

video about the deployment and what we have heard so far (spoiler alert –we heard cetaceans that are 

much bigger than harbor porpoises!). We have seen a jump in interest for volunteering, interns and citizen 

scientists, from about 2-3 volunteers a year to over 30 in the past 2 years. We are so excited to have the 

public become more actively engaged in our work, and providing opportunities for students and interested 

citizens alike to participate in scientific research.  We are developing a structured citizen science program, 

with quarterly trainings, which allow anyone in the Salish Sea region to conduct harbor porpoise surveys 

on their own time and contributing important data to our ever expanding database. Our education 

programs are continuing to grow as we give presentations and grow our online/virtual presence, provide 

bimonthly episodes of our PacMam podcast, post periodic new videos for our YouTube channel and 

collaborating with other organizations. We are continuing our collaboration with The Salish Sea School 

providing more educational and hands-on research opportunities. We are excited to be starting a program 

with them called Porpoise STaRS (students training as research scientists) that guides a small group of 

students through conducting their own harbor porpoise research over the course of a year.  Education 

remains a core part of PacMam and we are excited to see these programs continue to grow. We are looking 

forward to 2022 as we collaborate on a paper about harbor porpoises mating behavior, attend the delayed 

Society for Marine Mammalogy conference in August, work on two short note scientific articles with our 

Research Assistants, and more. Stay tuned! You make this work possible, thank you for all your support! 

 

Cindy Elliser, Ph.D.  

PacMam Founder/Research Director 
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 Letter From The President 

2021 was another unique year for PacMam! Although Covid 

restrictions continued to challenge our daily lives, we are 

happy to report that our beloved PacMam team maintained 

their health throughout the year. Thankfully, even when we 

couldn’t be together, the PacMam team provided ample 

interaction to keep us involved. If you don’t follow PacMam’s 

social media accounts yet, I highly recommend looking them 

up. You’ll get updates and pictures from the field through 

Instagram and Facebook, and you can support our team by 

simply sharing their posts with your friends. Also, there are 

podcasts! You’ll enjoy learning new marine mammal facts 

while you’re driving to work or out on a walk. While we enjoy 

sharing on social media, we were also cautiously optimistic 

about getting back “out there” for in person interactions with 

our friends, neighbors, volunteers and colleagues in 2021. It was exciting to see people after so 

many virtual meetings!  

As always, the science is a central focus of PacMam. In 2021, the research director co-wrote a new 

study in Frontiers in Marine Science. The study, entitled Return of the Salish Sea harbor porpoise, 

Phocoena phocoena: knowledge gaps, current research, and what we need to do to protect their 

future, eloquently brings forth updated knowledge of the Salish Sea harbor porpoise. You may not 

know that the Salish Sea harbor population was substantially reduced in the 1990s. Since then, 

the animals have been staging a comeback, making it possible for us to see these animals in the 

wild. However, our scientists know there are many factors that may impact the population. The 

more information we have, the better stewards of their home, the Salish Sea, we can be. You can 

read the study on their website, and I know you’ll enjoy the mix of history and modern science.  

PacMam continues to develop new lines of scientific investigation. After years of preparatory 

work, PacMam was finally able to deploy their fixed passive acoustic monitoring (PAM) system! 

It was so exciting to get the hydrophone in the water where it will record natural and 

anthropogenic sounds. It’s going to open a new dimension of our understanding of the animals 

and the habitat they use. Also, PacMam is building the foundation for an eDNA project, a project 

that is near and dear to my scientific heart. Environmental DNA (eDNA) offers a way for the 

PacMam team to study the genetics of the animals without having to capture or handle them. The 

genetics provide valuable information to guide management and conservation decisions of the 

animals. As PacMam is busy with field work, data analysis, volunteer training, writing and more, 

we are so thankful for your continued support. We deeply value our connection to our community 

in Anacortes. We are looking ahead to a promising hear and we hope to see you on the water, 

along the hiking trails, or in town at a festival event very soon! 

Michelle Green, Ph.D. 
PacMam President 
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Mission 

To understand and protect harbor porpoises and harbor seals of the Salish Sea through 

innovative scientific research, engaging educational outreach, and hands-on learning 

opportunities. 

 

Vision 

PacMam aims to provide information that is crucial to creating biologically meaningful 

conservation measures for marine mammals of the Salish Sea, and build a community 

that is engaged in protecting the marine world they depend on. 
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Current Goals & Objectives 

Photo-ID of Harbor Porpoises and Harbor Seals 

PacMam’s primary ongoing goal is to conduct long-term photo-identification (photo-ID) studies 

of harbor porpoises and harbor seals in the Salish Sea, one of only a handful of such projects 

conducted in the world. Our team conducts land-based observations of both species in Burrows 

Pass, Fidalgo Island, Washington. Observations are conducted 2-3 times per week throughout the 

year to collect ID photos. Additional boat transects are also conducted when possible around 

Fidalgo and neighboring islands, in order to obtain additional photos and expand our 

understanding of where animals go when not in Burrows Pass. A range of external factors are 

recorded along with ID photos including weather conditions, number of boats, moon phases, tidal 

cycles, etc. to investigate correlations between these factors and when, where or how many 

animals we observe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citizen Science 

PacMam’s Citizen Science program is tightly connected with our long-term photo-ID monitoring. 

Citizen science is becoming more and more common in scientific studies, particularly long-term 

or geographically broad studies, providing a more feasible way to increase the amount of data 

collected while also providing hands-on learning and experiential opportunities for participants 

of all ages. PacMam’s Citizen Science program enables individuals to observe and collect sighting 

data on harbor porpoises in a similar manner to our own field observations. Information obtained 

from Citizen Scientists is then collated into our long-term dataset, enabling us to collect more data 

and include a greater geographic and temporal range than would otherwise be possible. In 

addition to individuals, we also partner with several organizations who provide us with ongoing 

information and opportunistic sightings of harbor porpoises in their area/region.  

Passive Acoustic Monitoring  

Concurrent to visual observations, PacMam deployed fixed a passive acoustic monitoring system 

(PAM) in Burrows Pass in 2021. Our SoundTrap HF500© passive acoustic recorder allows us to 

explore the soundscape harbor porpoises and harbor seals inhabit, and will facilitate long-term 
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monitoring of both natural and anthropogenic sounds in this critical habitat. Understanding the 

noise levels these animals experience in their habitat is a vital step in determining what threats 

or disturbances they may be subject to in this area. The SoundTrap HF500© is a high-frequency 

recorder, thus we hope to obtain harbor porpoise vocalizations and echolocation clicks in 

addition to more general soundscape information. In conjunction with visual observations, these 

acoustic recordings provide greater understanding of how harbor porpoises and harbor seals are 

utilizing the Burrows Pass area. 

Environmental DNA (eDNA) 

This new and exciting research technique involves collecting genetic material from 

environmental samples (such as soil, ocean water, sediments, etc.). Environmental DNA, or eDNA, 

is both non-invasive and effective and can facilitate collection of genetic material from animals 

that may otherwise be difficult to get samples of (like harbor porpoises). PacMam is currently 

exploring options to incorporate eDNA into our ongoing photo-ID study of harbor porpoises, and 

are investigating opportunities to partner with local educational bodies such as Skagit Valley 

College to include STEM students in this cutting edge research. This study would have huge 

ramifications for understanding the harbor porpoise populations in our local waters at a genetic 

level! 

Education 

One of our founding principles is that education is one of the best ways to increase and improve 

conservation efforts. PacMam is very active locally and globally in sharing our findings and 

knowledge with others. By generating interest and concern for the marine environment within 

our community, we hope to encourage the next generation of scientists to take an active role in 

protecting their environment. We achieve this goal through giving regular educational talks, 

presentations, sharing information via our podcast (the PacMam Podcast), and hosting 

workshops for a wide range of ages, groups and schools. Our educational content includes various 

Salish Sea inhabitants and/or ecosystems, marine mammals in general, and broader 

environmental issues suitable for pre-K up to senior citizens. In 2021 we again hosted primarily 

virtual presentations with a handful of in-person talks. Once again we found this to be an effective 

method for sharing our research and educational content with our community, and were able to 

connect with a wider geographic audience as well. 

Community Relations & Marketing 

PacMam is proud to be an active participant of our thriving community. Creating an empowered, 

informed constituency is vital to the future of the Salish Sea and wider ecosystems around the 

world. We take an active role in sharing our message in our local community and in the broader 

global community through social media, our podcast, YouTube channel, website, events, 

presentations, and word of mouth. As an organization founded and run in the heart of Anacortes, 

we seek to share our vision and concern for the Salish Sea ecosystem with our community 

members and are committed to broadening our impact by exploring new ways to connect with 

them.  
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2021 Review 

Data Collection & Processing 

Photo-ID: 

2021 was an exciting year for PacMam as 

we added two new team members: 

former interns Trevor Derie and Ciera 

Edison officially joined PacMam as 

Research Assistants! We were also 

fortunate to receive a large amount of 

interest in volunteering with our 

organization, prompting an upgrade to 

our previous format of organizing 

fieldwork and streamlining the process 

for ease and accessibility.  

With the help of our many volunteers and new team members we were able to maintain 

consistent fieldwork efforts throughout 2021, with the exception of a brief spell of snowy weather 

in late December 2021.  

Consistent data entry and maintenance of our harbor porpoise and harbor seal databases were 

also maintained. We added new harbor porpoise individuals to our photo-ID catalogue, and made 

considerable strides with contributing to our SealSpotter project, a collaborative effort with many 

organizations around the Salish Sea and WildMe who is designing an automatic matching 

program for harbor seals using computer learning. We are excited to utilize this software once 

available. 

Once again we were limited in the number of boat transects we were able to conduct in 2021 due 

to ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, however we plan to conduct more consistent boat transects in 

2022 (taking appropriate safety precautions). These boat transects will increase the scope of our 

data collection, will provide vital information on where harbor porpoises and harbor seals go 

when not in Burrows Pass, and will provide us a with a better picture of habitat usage and trends 

in the area. 

Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) Program: 

Thanks to the assistance of our colleagues at SMELTS, we were 

finally able to launch our passive acoustic monitor (PAM) in 2021! 

The SoundTrap HF500© is a high-frequency recorder, thus we 

hope to capture some harbor porpoise calls or clicks in addition to 

ambient noise levels. Data from our initial deployment in July 2021 

were encouraging, and although we did not identify any harbor 

porpoises we were able to hear Bigg’s killer whales in Burrows Pass 

vocalizing after making a kill. We plan to deploy the PAM device 

again in 2022 for an extended period.  

 

PacMam’s research team grew this year! We welcomed Ciera Edison 
(pictured above) and Trevor Derie as Research Assistants. 

PacMam’s SoundTrap HF500© was 
deployed Summer 2021 in Burrows 

Pass. 
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Scientific Collaborations 

2021 was another great year for scientific collaborations at PacMam! We published a scientific 

paper on the return of harbor porpoises to the Salish Sea with our colleague Anna Hall from the 

Porpoise Conservation Society in British Columbia, Canada, and have another paper in progress 

with a colleague from New Zealand on how to identify difficult cetacean species (with publication 

expected in early 2022). In addition, we have several other papers in the works ranging from 

harbor seal aggregations observed to harbor porpoise mating behavior. Stay tuned for more on 

those in 2022. 

Unfortunately, the Society for Marine Mammalogy conference scheduled for late 2021 was 

postponed due to Covid, and will now be held in Summer 2022. Our Research Assistant, Trevor 

Derie, will be presenting a poster on the harbor seal aggregations we have observed over the last 

few years, while Research Director Dr. Elliser will be giving a talk about her upcoming publication 

with the Wild Dolphin Project on dolphin communities in the Bahamas. We look forward to the 

opportunity to catch up with our fellow researchers at this prestigious event, and learn more 

about the research taking place over the last few years.  

Education 

While much of our educational content in 2021 was still presented virtually via our podcast, 

online videos, and virtual talks, we were fortunate to be able to partner with The Salish Sea School 

(TSSS) in both their Guardians of the Sea program, and a new venture Guardianes del Mar, a 3-

week program focused on LatinX students. PacMam researchers presented brief talks to students, 

as well as dedicated lectures and field time in the Guardianes del Mar program, and many 

students were able to observe porpoises and seals at our main study site both in the field with 

researchers and aboard TSSS’s boat. We are thrilled to be able to build and foster our 

collaborations with TSSS, and look forward to many more opportunities to work together in 2022.  

As mentioned, our podcast continued to grow 

in 2021 and, in addition to our typical format, 

we enjoyed interviewing some of our friends 

and colleagues to share different perspectives 

on marine research and opportunities to get 

involved in marine conservation efforts. We 

are excited to continue this venture over the 

coming years, invite more guests onto the 

podcast, and grow our following to reach more 

people across the world. 

Citizen Science & Volunteers 

One of the highlights of 2021 was creating virtual training events for new Citizen Scientists! Our 

Citizen Science program has been active for several years, however we felt it was time to provide 

more formal training events to ensure that participants felt confident in collecting data, and to 

provide PacMam with more specific metrics on how accurate data collected is likely to be. We 

held two virtual training events in 2021 and successfully trained 10 new Citizen Scientists. Our 

dedicated Citizen Scientists contributed 74.5 hours of observation in 2021! Virtual training events 

The PacMam Podcast continued to be one of the highlights of this 

year. We can’t wait to do more interviews and share more 

educational information on this platform! 
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will be held every quarter, and we look forward to providing this service to more community 

members around the Salish Sea.  

2021 also saw a huge influx of interest in volunteering with PacMam, similar to 2020. Renewed 

interest in getting outdoors, participating in something meaningful, and gathering safely with 

others has been a strong theme we’ve observed in our volunteers, and at the end of 2021 our 

volunteer roster had almost reached 20 individuals. With the increased number of volunteers to 

coordinate, our own processes have become more streamlined to provide a better sign-up 

experience for volunteers and keep track of who is participating in research. We love sharing our 

enthusiasm and love of the marine environment with others, so having the opportunity to engage 

community members in our work is hugely exciting for our PacMam team! We are extremely 

appreciative of our dedicated volunteers, they are critical in keeping our research running 

smoothly and ensuring we can collect the highest quality data while in the field. 

Community Relations & Marketing 

We saw a continued increase in engagement from our community in 2021, with many new 

individuals reaching out to connect with us via the podcast, over email, or via social media 

platforms. Our social media channels continue to grow, with more active engagement of our 

followers on podcast polls and informative posts. Newsletter subscribers have also increased, 

another indicator that our reach is increasing. 

Similar to 2020, we opted for online fundraising events again in 2021 due to the continued 

uncertainty in gathering together, including an end-of-year giving event for Giving Tuesday. We 

would like to extend a massive thank you to all of our generous donors who made these 

successful, and who have continued to support our work throughout the pandemic. It has been a 

difficult couple of years for many small non-profits and we truly appreciate the generosity that 

has helped us to continue our work and mission here in the Salish Sea!   
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2021 Financial Overview 

Once again, PacMam was able to maintain funding from Marathon Petroleum Foundation for 

2021, and secured an additional grant to produce and distribute marine mammal identification 

guides for our newly trained Citizen Scientists. We were also fortunate to receive generous 

donations from our community members and supporters in 2021, allowing us to maintain our 

current operations with minimal obstacles. Similar to 2020, less community activities or travel 

expenses allowed us to keep our costs to a minimum. 

Full financial reports are available on request. 
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Goals & Objectives for the Coming Year 

 Continue consistent field efforts and conduct regular boat transects. 

 Maintain and increase collaborations with US and Canadian-based organizations 

and/or individuals. 

 Deploy SoundTrap HF500© passive acoustic monitoring (PAM) device in 

Burrows Pass. 

 Begin analysis of harbor seal data and continue to work on SealSpotter with 

WildMe. 

 Work with Skagit Valley College to begin eDNA project with undergraduate 

research programs. 

 Continue working on publications in-house as well as with colleagues from 

around the world. 

 Increase current community outreach and fundraising efforts with emphasis on 

remote and virtual efforts. 

 Host formal Citizen Scientist Training events to improve the quality and 

structure of our existing program. 

 Continue to attend virtual and in-person (if possible) educational and 

networking events to improve current knowledge and skill levels. 
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Presentations/Conferences/Events 

2021 

Presentation at The Neighborhood Retirement Community, Rio Rancho, New Mexico, 20th 

December 2021 

Virtual Presentation to Port Townsend Kiwanis Club, 1st December 2021 

Giving Tuesday Fundraiser, 30th November 2021 

Presentation at Oak Harbor High School, Whidbey Island, 19th November 2021 

Virtual Presentation to Hole in the Wall Paddling Club, 10th November 2021 

Presentation at Oak Harbor High School, Whidbey Island, 3rd November 2021 

Virtual Citizen Science Training, 20th October 2021 

Wild Ocean Science Webinar, 9th October 2021 

Anacortes Open Streets Festival, 29th August 2021 

Guardianes del Mar Program with The Salish Sea School, 2nd-20th August 2021 

Virtual Presentation for SR3 Monthly Series, 26th July 2021 

Virtual Citizen Science Training, 21st July 2021 

Virtual Citizen Science Training with Port Townsend Marine Science Center, 19th May 2021 

Virtual Presentation to Glenwood Elementary, Lake Stevens, 14th May 2021 

WA GiveBIG Fundraiser, 4th-5th May 2021 

The Salish Sea School S.E.A. Fins Program, 9th-18th March 2021 

Presentation to Friends of Skagit Beaches, Virtual Winter Lecture Series, 15th January 2021 

2020 

GivingTuesday Online Giving Fundraiser. December 1st, (online). 

Virtual Presentation to Transition Fidalgo. August 25th, Anacortes (online). 

“Exploring By The Seat Of Your Pants” Live Virtual Tour of National Marine Sanctuaries. May 

18th (online). 

Virtual Presentation to Glenwood Elementary. May 12th, Lake Stevens (online).  

Presentation at the Virtual Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference (SSEC). April 21st (online). 

Presentation to Skagit Valley College (Annual Jill Fugate Presentation Series). February 12th, 

Mount Vernon.  
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Presentation at “Storming the Sound”. January 30th, La Conner. 

“Ways of Whales” Workshop. January 25th, Whidbey Island.  

Science Night Talk at Johnny Picasso’s. January 23rd, Anacortes. 

2019 

World Marine Mammal Conference (WMMC). December 9th-12th, Barcelona Spain. 

PacMam Trivia Night & Fundraiser. November 20th, Bastion Brewing Company.  

Presentation to Deception Pass State Park Rangers. October 30th, Whidbey Island.  

Marathon’s Anacortes Refinery Employee Giving Oktoberfest. October 24th, Anacortes.  

8th Annual Fidalgo Shoreline Academy. October 19th, Anacortes.  

Presentation to the American Association of University Women (AAUW), Whidbey Island 

Branch. October 12th, Oak Harbor.  

West Beach Clean-Up. September 21st, Whidbey Island.  

Skagit River Salmon Festival. September 7th, Edgewater Park, Mount Vernon.  

“Spotting Marine Mammals In The Field” Excursion in Conjunction with Deception Pass State 

Park. August 30th, Anacortes. 

Anacortes Open Streets Festival. August 25th, Anacortes.  

Fidalgo Bay Day. August 24th, Fidalgo Bay RV Resort.  

Sound Experience “Dock Talk”. July 27th, Cap Sante Marina, Anacortes. 

Workshop with Salvation Army Summer Program. July 25th, Anacortes.  

“Marine Mammals in the Classroom”: PacMam STEM Clock Hours Workshop. July 18th, 

Anacortes.  

“Girls at the Helm” Voyage with Sound Experience. July 7th-10th, Puget Sound.  

The Great Navy Campout. June 30th, Whidbey Island.  

Skagit Academy End-of-Year School Celebration. June 13th, Mount Vernon.  

Presentation to Skagit Valley College (Annual Jill Fugate Presentation Series). June 12th, Mount 

Vernon.  

Deception Pass State Park June Speaker Series Presentation. June 8th, Deception Pass Park 

Amphitheater.  

Anacortes Waterfront Festival. June 1st-2nd, Anacortes. 

Three-Part Presentation Series for Whitney Elementary School (Kindergarten Class). May, 

Anacortes.  
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Mount Vernon High School “Science Night”. April 25th, Mount Vernon.  

Presentation at Earth Day Environmental Event. April 20th, Anacortes.  

Keynote Speaker at “Expanding Your Horizons” Conference. March 22nd, Des Moines WA.  

Deception Pass Park Open House. March 16th, Whidbey Island. 

Presentation at Bio Round Table Meeting, Department of Transportation. March 12th, Olympia.  

STEM Family Fun Day. February 23rd, Anacortes.  

Presentation to American Cetacean Society (ACS): Puget Sound Chapter. February 20th, Seattle.  

Presentation at Highline College MaST Center. February 2nd, Des Moines WA.  

Presentation at “Ways of Whales” Workshop. January 26th, Whidbey Island. 

Presentation at “Storming the Sound”. January 24th, La Conner. 

 

2018 

26th Annual B.C. Marine Mammal Symposium. November 24th, Vancouver B.C. 

PacMam Trivia Night & Fundraiser. November 7th, Bastion Brewing Company. 

7th Annual Fidalgo Shoreline Academy. October 20th, NW Educational Services Building.  

Fidalgo Bay Day. September 15th, Fidalgo Bay RV Resort.  

Skagit River Salmon Festival. September 8th, Edgewater Park, Mount Vernon.  

Presentation with The Whale Trail. September 4th, Seattle. 

Presentation with Sound Water Stewards. July 25th, Camano Island Public Library. 

Presentation to P.E.O. Women’s Group. July 19th, Anacortes.  

Anacortes Waterfront Festival. June 2nd & 3rd, Anacortes.  

Deception Pass Park Foundation Lecture Series Presentation. June 2nd, Deception Pass Park 

Amphitheater.  

PacMam Community FUNDrive. May 30th, Anacortes. 

Presentation at Glenwood Elementary School. May 18th, Snoqualamie. 

Presentation at Coupeville Elementary School. May 11th, Whidbey Island.  

Free STEM Family Fun Day for Early Learners. May 5th, Anacortes Middle School. 

Presentation with Deception Pass Park Foundation at Olympic View Elementary School. April 

20th, Oak Harbor.  
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Presentation at Academy Northwest. April 16th, Snohomish. 

Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference. April 4th-6th, Seattle. 

Presentation with Deception Pass Park Foundation at Hillcrest Elementary School. March 9th, 

Oak Harbor. 

Presentation to Emerald Sea Dive Club (ESDC). March 7th, Everett. 

“Brown Bag Lunch Series” Presentation. February 16th, Port Townsend Marine Science Center. 

Presentation at “Storming The Sound”. January 25th, La Conner. 

Presentation at Anacortes Science Café. January 18th, Anacortes.  

 

2017 

“Celebrate the Season” Dinner Auction. December 2nd, Anacortes. 

PacMam Trivia Night & Fundraiser. November 8th, Bastion Brewing Company. 

Society for Marine Mammalogy Biennial Conference. October 22nd-27th, Halifax Nova Scotia. 

First Annual Salmon Fest. September 16th, Guemes Island County Park. 

Presentation to Deception Pass Park Foundation. August 26th, Deception Pass Park. 

Fidalgo Bay Day. August 12th, Fidalgo Bay RV Resort. 

Anacortes Middle School STEM Camp. August 7th-11th, Anacortes. 

Presentation to La Conner Retirement Inn. August 8th, La Conner. 

Summer Learning and Lunches Session. August 8th, Whitney Early Childhood Education Center. 

Presentation to Sound Water Stewards. July 26th, Camano Island Public Library. 

Summer Learning and Lunches Session. July 13th, Whitney Early Childhood Education Center. 

Presentation to Chandler Square’s Retirement Community. June 16th, Anacortes. 

Presentation to Deception Pass Park Foundation. June 10th, Deception Pass Park. 

Anacortes Waterfront Festival. June 3rd & 4th, Anacortes. 

Early Learning Family Fun Day. May 13th, Anacortes Middle School. 

Presentation at Burlington Public Library. March 28th, Burlington. 

Presentation to Skagit Valley College (17th Annual Jill Fugate Presentation Series). March 2nd, 

Mount Vernon. 

Presentation to Skagit Valley College Environmental Club. February 7th, Mount Vernon. 
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Presentation to the National Honors Society. January10th, Mount Vernon. 

2016 

The Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference; Poster Presentation. April 13th-15th, Vancouver BC.  

Presentation to Skagit Valley College Environmental Club. April 19th, Mount Vernon. 

Naturalist “Gear Up” Workshop; Oral Presentation. April 23rd, San Juan Island. 

Fidalgo Shoreline Academy; Oral Presentation. May 14th, Anacortes.  

Anacortes Waterfront Festival. June 4th & 5th, Anacortes. 

Presentation to Creekside Continuing Care Community. September 21st, Burlington. 

Presentation to Anacortes First Lego League Leadership Robotics Team. September 22nd, 

Anacortes. 

Presentation to The Bridge Assisted Living Community. November 9th, Mount Vernon. 

“Celebrate the Season” Dinner Auction. December 2nd, Anacortes.  

“Celebrate the Season” STEM Fundraiser. December 3rd & 4th, Anacortes.  

 

2015 

The Langley Whale Festival. April 18th, Whidbey Island. 

Presentation with Soundside Marinelife Rescue Center. April 30th, Mukilteo Library. 

Presentation to Hole In The Wall Paddleclub. May 13th, Padilla Bay. 

Anacortes Waterfront Festival. June 6th & 7th, Anacortes.  

Anacortes Middle Schools STEM Workshop Sampler. June 11th & 12th, Anacortes. 

Presentation at Mount Vernon High School. October 16th.  

“Celebrate the Season” STEM Fundraiser. December 5th & 6th, Anacortes.  

“Celebrate the Season” Dinner Auction. December 12th, Anacortes. 

The 21st Biennial Society for Marine Mammals Conference; Oral Presentation. December 13th-

18th, San Francisco. 
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Board of Directors 

Michelle Green, President 

Evan Barnett, Vice President 

Cindy Elliser, Treasurer 

Katrina MacIver, Secretary 

Kristine Stultz, Director 

Monica Bohnert, Director 

 

Scientific Advisory Board 

Denise Herzing, Wild Dolphin Project, FL 

Julie Oswald, Ph.D., Bio-Waves, CA 

 

Staff 

Cindy Elliser, Ph.D., Research Director/Founder 

Katrina MacIver, MRes, Assistant Research Director 

 

Trevor Derie, BSc, Research Assistant 

 

Ciera Edison, BSc, Research Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

1513 A Avenue,  

Anacortes, WA 98221. 

Tel: (360) 202-2860 

cindy.elliser@pacmam.org  

www.pacmam.org  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/pacificmammalresearch 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/pacificmammalresearch  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_qjICaQW9QZ-_MbiQ89baA  
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